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Forestry Replanting 

In line with the Forest Service’s published policy on granting felling licences for wind farm developments, areas 
cleared of forestry for access roads, and any other wind farm-related uses will have to be replaced by 
replanting at an alternative site or sites. The Forest Service policy requires replacement or replanting on a 
hectare for hectare basis for the footprint of the infrastructure developments.  

The estimated 51.64 hectares that will be permanently felled for the footprint of the Proposed Project 
infrastructure will be replaced or replanted on a hectare for hectare basis as a condition of any felling licence 
that will be issued in respect of the Proposed Project. Replanting is a requirement of the Forestry Act and is 
primarily a matter for the statutory licensing processes that are under the control of the Forest service.  

The replacement of the 51.64 hectares of forestry can occur anywhere in the State subject to licence. The 
replacement of forestry, felled as part of the Proposed Project, may occur on any lands, within the state, 
benefitting from Forest Service Technical Approval1 for afforestation, should the Proposed Project receive 
planning permission. Under the Forestry Regulations 2017, all applications for licences for afforestation require 
the prior written approval (technical approval) of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Before the 
Minister can grant approval, he/she must first determine if the project is likely to have significant effects on 
the environment (for EIA purposes) and assess if the development, individually or in combination with other 
plans or projects is likely to have a significant effect on a European site (for Habitats purposes). 

 

 
1 All proposed forestry developments where the area involved is greater than 0.1 hectare must receive the prior written approval of the 
Forest Service.  The application for approval is known as Pre-Planting Approval – Form 1. 


